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hold pursuits, the maintenance of health, the sights seen upon
the streets, embody scientific achievements and stimulate
interest in the connected scientific principles. The obvious
pedagogical starting point of scientific instruction is not to
teach things labeled science, but to utilize the familiar occu-
pations and appliances to direct observation and experiment,
until pupils have arrived at a knowledge of some fundamental
principles by understanding them in their familiar practical
workings.
The opinion sometimes advanced that it is a derogation
from the ' purity' of science to study it in its active incarna-
tion, instead of in theoretical abstraction, rests upon a mis-
understanding. As matter of fact, any subject is cultural
in the degree in which it is apprehended in its widest possible
range of meanings. Perception of meanings depends upon
perception of connections, of context. To see a scientific fact or
law in its human as well as in its physical and technical context
is to enlarge its significance and give it increased cultural
value. Its direct economic application, if by economic is
meant something having money worth, is incidental and
secondary, but a part of its actual connections. The important
thing is that the fact be grasped in its social connections —
its function in life.
>\£>n the other hand, 'humanism' means at bottom being im-
bued with an intelligent sense of human interests. The social
interest, identical in its deepest meaning with a moral interest,
is necessarily supreme with man. Knowledge about man,
information as to his past, familiarity with his documented
records of literature, may be as technical a possession as the
accumulation of physical details. Men may keep busy in a
variety of ways, making money, acquiring facility in labora-
tory manipulation, or in amassing a store of facts about lin-
guistic matters, or the chronology of literary productions. Un-
less such activity reacts to enlarge the imaginative vision of
life, it is on a level with the busy work of children. It has

